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	09/03/09
	Labour Day
	Public Holiday (Centre Closed)

	17/03/09
	St. Patrick's Day
	Please dress your child in 

	18/03/09
	RSVP deadline for Special Person's Day
	

	19/03/09
	Cookie Dough Delivered & must be picked up on the day
	Please ensure you come in and pick up your dough fresh on the day.  The centre does not have sufficient refrigeration to store this product for families. 

	25/03/09
	Special Person's Day 
	Enjoy afternoon tea & fun between 3pm & 4pm

	06/04/09
	Easter Bonnet Parade
	Children to wear 3pm start bonnets made at home.  

	09/04/09
	Good Friday
	Public Holiday (Centre Closed)

	13/04/09
	Easter Monday
	Public Holiday (Centre Closed)


Special Note: Hey Dee Ho Music program now visits fortnightly on Fridays.
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2009 Is All About Getting Families Involved!

Welcome to 2009 at Smartie Pants and we hope your family has settled happily into their new room/s.

Over the last 3 years we have built a strong and highly skilled team and it is our ambition to take the programs to the next level.  To do this we need to improve the communication and involvement of families into the care and educative programs being developed.  
Each program leader spends an enormous amount of time and energy observing and documenting children's play and development in order to help them design programs which are stimulating, challenging and enjoyable.  The process is rigorous and draws on skills and knowledge from at least 2 years formal Diploma training for our Room Leaders or 4 years Bachelor of Education Training at University for our Kindergarten teachers.  While having a skilled team is very important,  new research into the delivery of high quality teaching programs shows that parental involvement is a key factor in determining the success of educative programs.  It is for this reason that this year we will be focusing even more on communicating and involving parents.  
Over the last 6 months you may have noticed that we have installed computers in each room.  This has been done to improve communication and access of both staff and parents to email and electronic documentation.  We have also recently been experimenting with running of surveys and will soon be rolling out surveys for the collection of information about your child's development at our normal 6 weekly planning cycles for each child. 
What can you do get involved?

· Provide your room leader with your email and/or register your email at www.smartiepants.com.au
· Regularly provide us updates about your child including developmental changes you have observed and special events in the family/home;
· Respond to information and survey requests; 
· Register your interest to get involved with the Parent committee by contacting Emma by  emailing emma.hedley@smartiepants.com.au 
 Bushfire Assistance & Fundraising Update

We would like to say thank you for helping us over the last few weeks collect goods and raise monies for fundraising for the families affected in the bushfires. Unfortunately we have had several families and staff tragically affected by the fires and it has been wonderful to see the care, rallying support and generosity from the whole community at Smartie Pants. 

Over the last few weeks families directly associated with the centre have visited and collected goods that they need from the front area.  The remaining goods are to be removed and taken to the Whittlesea distribution centre at the end of this week.  

In the last two weeks we have also sold 170 cookie tubs and raised a $640 which we will be donating directly to the Red Cross on your behalf. 

In the coming weeks we will also be coordinating working bees to assist local families clear their properties and begin the rebuilding process.  If you would like to be involved in the process please let Natalie, Bree or Emma know (at the front Desk) or email Natalie at natalie@smartiepants.com.au
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Managing fire risk 

The tragedy of recent fires in local and surrounding suburbs has highlighted again the importance for good emergency preparedness.  Even though the risk is considered quite small as we are located well away from the state and national forests where most of the bushfires are burning, over the last month we have been working hard to prepare ourselves for any fire events.  In particular we are in the process of removing brush, dead trees and other fuel sources surrounding the centre. 
 We have also conducted a number of planning exercises and reviewed our Emergency contact information.  Please UPDATE YOUR EMERGENCY contact details. During some recent practice drills we have noted that some of the contact information for parents has become obsolete.  If your contact information or the emergency contact details of friends and family members has changed can you please let us know as soon as possible.  You will be required to complete an ‘addendum’ enrolment form as well as a revised emergency contacts (yellow) card.
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Sunny Weather

In line with Sun Smart we do not go outside without proper sun protection when the UV index reaches 3 and higher. As a general indication the UV index has been reaching 3 by 9.50am and does not lower until 5pm.If you would like your child to play outside in the morning we now require that children are sun creamed before or upon entering care by parents. Sun Cream is provided in the Mini Minors room. A suitable hat is also required. Please make sure your child’s hat is labelled.             
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New Sun cream sign in!

We have now added a column to our sign in sheets for parents to sign in when they have sun creamed their children before or upon entering care. Please put the time your child was sun creamed and sign the column. 

Notification of Fee Increase Please note that to accomodate increased payroll costs, fees will increase commencing 1 April 2009:

· Daily Fee of $70 for children over 3 and $72 for children under 3.  

· Weekly Fee of $285 for all ages.

Sibling discounts are now changed to $2 per day per child in care (eg. 3 children recieve a total $18 discount per day per family)

Changes to Fee Policies (DAY SWAPS and Holiday Fees!)

Due to the increase in bookings we are no longer able to accommodate day swaps. We understand that this may be disappointing for families who have booked care on public holidays so on these days we will be applying a special public holiday credit  to ensure that after all government rebates & CCB are applied there is no effective gap payment to pay on a public holiday.  

Holiday rates are now accrued at a rate of 3 weeks per annum instead of 4 weeks per annum.  

REVIEW OF OUR TRADING HOURS

Due to overwhelming demand for care earlier in the morning and reduced demand for care passed 6:30pm we are now in the process of reviewing our trading hours to be between 6:30am and 6:30pm.

Attached to this newsletter is a form you can send in indicating your support or concern for any change to our times.  You can also email Natalie your feedback on her email natalie@smartiepants.com.au
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 $ $ Childcare Tax Rebate $ $

Families are now entitled to receive 50% of their out-of pocket expenses up to a maximum of $7500 per child per year. Families need to meet the working, studying or training criteria. Please note that this is not income tested.

We strongly advise you to register as soon as practicable with FAO.  Failing to do so will cause significant delays in processing any future claims.  

Childcare Management System – CCMS

We have been busy in the office setting up for this new system. Hopefully all our families are aware of the changes. Basically all our bookings will be recorded online and we will not be able to input any CCB information.  Instead,  this information will be done automatically online directly with Centrelink/FAO. It is therefore vital that families keep the Family Assistance Office informed of any changes that may impact on their CCB – immunisation, income variations and older children attending OSHC etc.  During the transition our accounts will look different and we anticipate a l
ittle confusion for a short time. Please bear with us during this transition – we thank you for your patience.

Recycling toys

Please don't throw out your old toys as many toys help build and improve our wonderful resources at Smartie Pants. 

Uniform Orders

Save those beautiful and expensive clothes from Pumpkin Patch, Baby Gap, Swoosh etc. 
At the front of the centre we have displayed children’s uniforms.  If you would like to purchase a uniform, please log onto our website on www.smartiepants.com.au and click on our online store.  

 Uniforms with a screen print of our logo will be available for ordering from Monday March 9 2008.

Photos Reminder
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Please also note that all new and old photos (including some taken daily in the rooms) can still be purchased at www.smartiepants.com.au  ‘s online store.   All monies raised from the purchase of photographs is returned directly to each room’s resource budget.  

Car Parking 

Our centre is now full and it is important that all families and staff using the service work together to use the available parking spaces effectively.  Six spaces at the front of the building have been allocated for parent drop off and pick up.  The remaining spaces in both car parks are allotted to our team.  Due to high demand during 4-5:30pm we ask that parents take care to park within the parking lines and to avoid the front spaces if they intend to stay and visit for longer than 5 minutes.  

          NEW Parent  Committee

We are re-convening  the Parent Committee under the new name Policy  Review and Fundraising Committee. This committee provides a chance for families to get involved in the review of policies and procedures used at Smartie Pants and establish great fundraiser ideas for the centre. Meetings are held every second month 10am-11am on a Saturday. The first meeting will be held Saturday 4 April @ Smartie Pants. We look forward to seeing you there!

 SHAPE 



Special Person’s Day will be March 25th at 3-4pm. Please come along and bring your Special People to the centre for a light afternoon tea. To confirm attendees please let your room leader how many guests are coming by Wednesday 18 March.

Satisfaction Survey Online

Please use this link to fill in our survey. Answers will help us to provide and exceed a great level of care.

smartiepants.com.au/satisfaction.html

Room Reports:

Hug A Bubs

Team: Emma (Room Leader, Qualified & Centre Assistant Co Coordinator), Jean (assistant ), Jan (assistant), Mary(assistant)

This year has started off with so many exciting changes. We have so many new children who have started and we have said goodbye to all the older children as they move up to Pip Squeaks. The room is almost full everyday now which is wonderful. As the room is getting younger we are swapping over all our toddler toys for babies rattles and play mats. The program reflects these changes and we welcome families to get involved with the program and what you would like to see your children do. Please see your communication books for information about programming. We are also able to get outside more now so please remember to pack shoes/socks and appropriate outside clothes. A hat is a MUST to protect their faces. We are actively using our Parent Board in the room so please keep an eye out for new information and notice

Pip Squeaks  

Team: Jenna(Room Leader, Qualified), Meagan (assistant), Kayla(assistant), Roxanne (assistant) Renee (assistant)

Pip Squeaks would like to welcome all the new children & families to the room. This year we have had a lot of the Hug-a-bubs move up into the room as well as some new children to the centre. We hope you enjoy being in Pip Squeaks! This month we have been doing lots of painting, pasting and drawings to decorate our room. This fortnight we have been doing green sheep pastings and we are currently reading "Where is the green sheep" 
In the hot weather we have been staying on the ramp, under the shade and playing with water to keep us cool. We love splashing in the water and getting each other wet!

Mini Minors

Team: Belinda (Room Leader, Qualified), Janine( assistant), Bee(assistant), Sam(assistant), Marie(assistant), Melanie(assistant), (assistant) Liz (assistant) Kerry (assistant) Jackie (assistant) Kerry (assistant).

The last month in Mini minors has been very busy and full of exciting new changes.  As everyone will have noticed we have moved the fence in the room to provide to separate areas, 1 side for two year olds and 1 side for the 3 year olds.  This provides as with the chance to further develop  the programs for each individual age.  We are in the process of fine tuning the routines and running of either side.  Over the next couple of weeks we will be getting ready for Special Persons Day, and for the arrival of Autumn.  Belinda and  Janine are also  still collecting $3 for the Scrapbooks for the end of the year, which can be passed onto any mini minor staff.  Thank you from the Mini and the Minors room.  

Little Geniuses

Team: Brad(Qualified Kindergarten Teacher),  Melissa (Qualified Kindergarten Teacher), Nat C (Qualified Kindergarten Teacher), Sandra (Qualified & 3 year old Kindergarten Teacher) 

The Little Geniuses have been working on settling into our room and the changed layout for 2009: building safe, happy and secure kinder children.  We have introduced and reinforced old and new limits and expectations, including the children making some of their own rules and taking control of their own learning. 

The children have been engaged in many experiences which have allowed them to play in small groups which encourage and develop communication and cooperation skills.   We have also introduced small group discussions into the program to further build listening, speaking, confidence and self esteem skills.  

We encourage you to take a look at our reflections folder underneath the windows which are the parent information noticeboard.   In this folder are photos we take each week of activities and children playing in the program.  
Dates to Rembember
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