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A note from Nat & Sharon  
Hopefully all the parents who have been eagerly awaiting their 30% rebates from last financial year have all received their monies now.  Please note that all parents need to sign their attendance sheets and finalise their accounts to ensure that their accounts can be processesed for the new quarterly 50% rebate amounts calculated in October.  All going well we anticipate that we will submit your usage at the latest by the end of October.  
Natalie and Sharon
 Hats on September! 
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In keeping in line with our Sun Smart Policy this month is ‘Hats on September’. We are encouraging all children to have a hat kept in there bag (with their name on it) so that we can enjoy the upcoming nice weather and play outdoors. We will also be asking that parents to let staff know if their child can not wear centre sun cream and to provide an alternative.
Toy Catalogues (Great savings for Christmas)
Save heaps of $$$ on quality and educational toys through parent direct.  Catalogues are available from each room leader and in the foyer. 

Our Next Working Bee is 
Saturday 25 October 2008

We need volunteers to help:

· paint our castle in the Mini Golf;

· Refill softfall in all yards to allow climbing equipment can be  installed;
· Refill our sandpits;
· Install a new sheds. 
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White a review - more info »
1089 Plenty Road
Bundaora, VIC 3083,

Australia
(03) B470 8170

bundoorapark.com.au
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Save to My Maps - Send





Extended for another 4 weeks!

There is still time to purchase your raffle tickets to win 5 free days of childcare. Tickets are $5 each. The prize is 5 of your permanent days of child care FREE for one member of your family. The winning ticket will be drawn on the last day of October and the winning family will be notified on the next day of care. Free care will commence the following invoice period. Please see your room’s staff to buy your tickets. Good Luck.
Fundraising

In addition with monies contributed from management, the teams have been working so hard to find mutually beneficial fundraising opportunities to build up their fundraising banks.  We hope you have enjoyed being part of this and seeing the rewards and improvements:
Hug-a-bubs ($200 in the bank)

· Camera for photos ($120);

· Blow up train ($20);

· New toys ($120)

Pip Squeaks ($400 in the bank)

· New softfall mats (;$40)

· New chef cooking sets ($100)

Mini Minors ($190 in the bank)

· Outdoor mats ($900)

· New outdoor equipment ($650)

Little Geniuses ($800 in the bank)

· Art and Toy Equipment ($460);
· New Camera ($120)

The teams are also very excited about a new product  (see right).  This great product can be purchased individually to create flexible and exciting designs that will work perfectly with some of the spaces we have in our yards.  Each unit costs $200 and can form climbing equipment, cubbies and hidey holes!

Don’t forget to put our Christmas Party in your Diaries!
( Sunday November 30 – 10am to 1pm)
Animals, Santa, face painting & a bbq!

See you there!

Christmas holidays!

It is almost that time of year and we are asking families to start to think about if they will be requiring holidays from care in the weeks around Christmas. Instead of using the holiday book you now can hand your written request straight to your room leader. Our regular two weeks notice for annual leave has also been changed for the Christmas period. If you wish to take leave please let your room leader know by 1 December 2008!
Changes to centre policies 
There are a couple of policies that have been updated and improved. Our policy for extra days/day swaps and occasional care bookings is one of them. Please note that these bookings are now handled by Bree and Emma. Our staff have also just undergone anaphylaxis training and therefore updated our risk management policy for allergies. We are now implementing a NO FOOD FROM HOME POLICY! A copy of both of these policies is  attached for further detail.
Late Pickups & Late Exit Fees
We have noticed in recent times that some parents are picking their children up close to 7pm or thereafter.  We remind all parents that our centre closes at 7pm and your family must be picked up and exited the building before this time.  Late pickup fines apply even if you arrive before 7pm.    
Late fees
Please be aware that late fees are in place and will be issued if your invoice is not paid within two weeks. If you are needing a payment plan please speak to Bree.
Room Reports

Hug-a-bub Room (Babies)

Team Members: Emma (Qualified Room Leader and also centre assistant coordinator), Lauren  (Qualified Assistant in training), Jean(Assistant)
This past month we have welcomed so many new children into our room. We sadly said good bye as a couple of our older children moved up to the Pip Squeaks room. 
This month we are focusing our art on the AFL grand final by painting footy jumpers. The children are also having a lot of fun pulling down all the football cut outs that Lauren has put on the walls. 
So much talking is heard throughout the room now as everyone is starting to develop their language with words. We have a couple of little parrots who repeat everything the staff say. There are also lots of cuddles given to staff and other children as everyone becomes aware of affection and the attention that comes with it. Sometimes there can be 4 children curled up on the floor in a massive group hug. Please speak to Emma regarding toys and activities you would like to see on the program and developmental skills you would like to see your children learning.  We have also sent out a food update list so please fill yours in and return to the room staff. 

Pip Squeaks Room  (Early Toddlers)

Team Members: Jenna (Room Leader and Finalising          Qualification) Megan (Qualified Assistant in training) and Stella (Qualified Assistant and Qualified in Training)
On Tuesday 12th August we had our special person's day. The our families and friends came and had some yummy afternoon tea with us, and we showed them our room and our favourite activities. We have been very busy making our Dad's their Father's Day presents and we hope all the Dad's had a wonderful day and like their presents. We have set up a photo wall outside the room. Keep checking to see new photos of the children!

Thanks 
Mini Minors Room 
(Pre Kinder 2 – 3 Year Olds)
Team Members: Belinda (Qualified & Mini Minors Room Leader), Jackie (Assistant), Janine (Qualified Assistant) and Bee (Qualified Assistant in Training)
The mini minors room has had a great month. We have welcomed a lot of Pip Squeaks and new children to the room. All the children are really enjoying the preparation for Spring in our room. We are decorating it with butterflies, bugs and beautiful flowers. The children have really enjoyed the time outside that we have had due to the weather; we even found a green caterpillar in the garden. The children sat with it all afternoon just watching it. 
In the next few weeks we will be focusing on the Grand Final by playing some ball games and making our own jerseys.

To all parents, please remember to give Belinda $3 if you would like your child to have a scrap book for the end of the year.

Little Geniuses Room (Kinder)

Team Members: Brad (Qualified Kindergarten Teacher),  Melissa (Qualified Kindergarten Teacher), Nat C (Qualified Kindergarten Teacher), Sandra (Qualified & 3 year old Kindergarten Teacher) and Tabitha (Qualified) Marie (Qualified Assistant part time), Mary (Assistant part time)
We have had a wonderful past month.  Except for all the colds and coughs that we have all had.  With the weather starting to improve now the children are excited to get out and play in the yard.  I’m sure we’ve all been feeling a little cabin feverish!!!

We had a fabulous time on Special Persons Day.  The children were so excited to have their Grandparents, Special Persons and Parents come and see what they do in the kinder room.  It was wonderful to see all the grandparents singing along to the songs with the children.  The children were amazed that their grandparents knew the songs.  It was great to share the afternoon with you all.  

We also were fortunate enough to have Heather come out and talk to the children about responsible pet ownership.  This is part of the state government early childhood Program to teach children how live safely with dogs. 

Anaphylaxis Policy and action plan

What is anaphylaxis?

Anaphylaxis is the most severe form of an allergic reaction and can be life threatening even fatal. It requires emergency medical treatment immediately .Anaphylaxis often affects more than one part of the body at the same time. 


The most common allergens that can be the cause of anaphylaxis are foods, insect stings and bites, medications and latex. Food intolerances are NOT allergies that can trigger anaphylaxis because they do not involve the immune system. People who suffer from anaphylaxis are mostly only sensitive to one or two specific allergens so someone who is allergic to one type of food is likely to only be sensitive to that type of food and can usually eat other foods without issue. It is very important to know that bee, wasp and ant venom are all different and does not mean being allergic to one means being allergic to another.

Children with anaphylaxis have action plans located in each room of the centre and have their medication hanging on the life saving hook of the room they are in.

What is an EpiPen?

An EpiPen is a single use automatic injecting device that administers a measured dose of adrenaline. The EpiPen can be self administered or delivered by another person. Adrenaline is the first line of treatment for  anaphylaxis and counteracts the effects of an allergic reaction. This is not the final step for anaphylaxis and emergency treatment should be called as soon as the EpiPen is administered.

What can we do at Smartie Pants?

Smartie Pants recognises that many children have allergies and some even anaphylaxis. We also understand that it is not possible to achieve a completely allergen-free environment. Instead we  can implement a range of risk management  policies to reduce the chance of a child being exposed to their allergen. Here are just a few ways that Smartie Pants maintains risk management:

· At Smartie Pants we prepare our lunch on site to eliminate the risk that outside food contains an allergen.  

· The centre is constantly monitored and assessed to locate and remove any visible allergens

· Regular cleaning limits the risk that a toy, object has come in contact with an allergen.

· We encourage and strongly follow through with not using any product with peanuts. Products with traces of nuts are monitored and rarely used.

Smartie Pants now keeps an EpiPen  and ventolin inhaler on site incase of an emergency. There is always staff on duty that is trained to administer both medications.

What can YOU do?

As families may not be aware of other children’s allergies it makes it very dangerous to bring in food from home to Smartie Pants. We are aware that a quick snack brought into care when you’re on the run in the morning is very convenient; it is equally dangerous that you may be bringing in another child’s allergen.

 To minimise this risk we are now implementing  that NO FOOD BE BROUGHT INTO THE CENTRE by families and children without permission from a senior staff member.  Please encourage your children to finish their food and wash their hands before coming to smartie pants. If your child eats in the car on the way please ensure no food is brought into the centre and encourage your child to wash their hands upon entry.
Day Swap Policy

Day swaps are available if your child has had to miss their regular booking in care due to any reason. Day swaps are subject to centre and room availability and may not always be able to be offered due to the room/centre being at capacity. For parents claiming Child Care Benefit (CCB) please be aware that an absence is recorded for the day being swapped and CCB will be payable on both days (eg. The day booked for care and the additional day granted).

Conditions of day swap:

· With the exception of illness supported by a medical certificate day swaps will attract  a $10 administration fee

· The centre must be notified by 9.00am if your child is to be absent due to ill health and a day swap to be requested

· Day swaps are only valid 5 working days either side of the booking to be missed. 

Extra day and Occasional care bookings

In relation to the Day swap policy, extra day and occasional care bookings are available subject to centre spaces. These types of bookings can only be approved and booked within 2 weeks of the day requested for care.

How to request day swaps, extra days and occasional care bookings

Day swap, extra day and occasional care bookings are now handled by Bree (co coordinator) and Emma (assistant co coordinator). Bree can be found at the foyer desk and Emma in the babies room. Once a booking request is taken we will endeavour to approve/deny the request by 4pm that day. If a request is not able to be approved a waiting list is available and you will be notified as soon as a space becomes available. Please note that a space may not always become available. For booking requests due to immediate emergency circumstances an answer will be given as soon as possible.

You can request these bookings by:

· In person to Bree or Emma. If neither is available your room leader can take the booking request to pass on.

· Via email to either  Bree    bree.hall@smartiepants.com.au
                               Emma  emma.hedley@smartiepants.com.au
· Phone the centre to speak to Bree or Emma. If neither is available your room leader can take the booking request to pass on.

Updated Food Policy Acceptance 

Please read the Anaphylaxis policy provided and fill in the following:

I__________________________________ have read the Anaphylaxis policy and agree to abide by the terms outlined. I am aware and agree that if any food product is brought into Smartie Pants without prior consent that I am in direct breach of the policy.

All Parents/Guardians to sign:

Name:______________________ Signature:__________________Date:___________________

Name:______________________ Signature:__________________Date:___________________

Name:______________________ Signature:__________________Date:___________________

Name:______________________ Signature:__________________Date:___________________

Band Aid Policy

We are currently reviewing this policy. Please note that we do administer band aids when required unless otherwise told by parents in writing. Please speak to your room leader if you have any questions.

Raffle Ticket Purchase

Due to continued interest we have decided to extend the raffle till the end of October and have provided a more convenient way to purchase tickets. Please fill in the form below and return to your room leader by 31 October.  Funds raised will contribute towards your child’s rooms fundraising accounts and tickets will be invoiced to your next account bill.

Name:____________________________No. of Tickets Required :______________________









