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SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER
10AM - 2PM

ELTHAM COMMUNITY &

RECEPTION CENTRE
801 Main Road, Eltham

Face painting, Show bags,
Sausage sizzle plus MORE!

S Visit: www.monkeymarkets.yolasite.com
MONKEY MarkeLs Email: monkeymarkets@hotmail.com
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Halloween Trivia Night [image: image5.jpg]


Unfortunately our Halloween Trivia Night has been cancelled. We hope to revisit the idea of a trivia night next year at a time that is not so busy and close to Xmas. Thank you to everyone who was involved.
2011 Bookings!
Thank you everyone for your re enrolments. We have had so many new enrolments for 2011 and quite a few existing families taking on more days. We have now confirmed all our spots and are in the process of informing families of their children’s rooms for 2011.  In the next month or so your room leader will speak to you if your child will be progressing to the next room. Throughout the last months of 2010 each child will spend orientation time in their new room to become familiar with the staff and surroundings. Parents are welcome to organise a time to meet their child’s 2011 teachers by speaking to their current room leader. All new bookings and changes of days will come into effect 3 Jan 2011. If you have any questions about your booking for next year please speak to Emma.
Changes to direct debit fees
Last year Smartie Pants rolled over to the new childcare management system, Future Block. To assist families with the transition to Future Blocks and the new fees involved with the system, Smartie Pants, every 3 months credited half of direct debit fees back to the family’s accounts. We have now been with Future Blocks 17 months and we thank everyone for their support in the transition. For the last quarter of 2010 and in the future, Smartie Pants will no longer be crediting these fees back. Direct Debit fees will still remain .99c per transaction. Thank you for your understanding.
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Event Calendar
[image: image7.wmf]18 Oct – PJ Day (get out of bed and come straight to care)
1 Nov- All holiday leave for Dec and Jan to be submitted
2 Nov – Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (CLOSED)

8 Nov- Wild Action brings their Rock Pool to Smartie Pants

Now on Facebook! 
Keep up to date with Smartie Pants and your room on Facebook! Email Emma for access to your rooms pages or just search ‘Smartie Pants’ to join our fan page.

Smartie Pants is now using LIFT

LIFT is an online programming and documentation program that had been developed by Natalie one of the Smartie Pants owners. LIFT allows families to become more involved with their child’s activities and development in care by allowing them to log on and view their child’s observations and notes. LIFT also allows families to upload photographs of their child in play and add their own observations from home. LIFT will be available for registration by parents very shortly. We will be sending out a form with information as to how to become involved with LIFFT.
Christmas Party & Raffle Donations
We will be having our Xmas party at Westerfolds Park Friday 17 December 5.30-8.30pm. We will be having a twilight sausage sizzle and a visit from Santa. We are also looking for donations for our Christmas Raffle! If you would like to donate an item towards the raffle please let us know. More information on the Xmas party will be available at the start of December.
December and January Leave

Reminder: All leave requests for December 2010 and January 2011 must be submitted to Emma by November 1. Any leave submitted after this date will not be entitled for leave discount. Emma is happy to speak to anyone that would like to know more about the leave discount and their entitlements.

Sunsmart
Please  pack a Sun Smart hat (wide brim/covers the neck and face) and appropriate warm weather clothes in your child’s bag. We also ask that you sun cream your child before coming to care. Doing this allows the children to go straight outside for a play without having to wait 20 min for the sun cream to become effective.
 Hug A Bubs Room Report
Room Leader- Jean, Assistants- Samantha, Catherine
Well the sun is finally here, so just a reminder to please pack a hat or have a spare to leave in the children’s bed bags.  Some of the children who have been in the baby’s room for a while have grown quite a bit and require a larger hat, so please speak to staff to find out if your child requires a new hat.  Over the last month we have been spending a lot of time with the children who are almost walking, doing plenty of practice strengthening their leg and core muscles. Some of the children are now walking!!  We have also been doing plenty of art work celebrating spring is one of our themes this past month.  This month we will be concentrating on the children’s sensory development through paint, sand and music. If there is anything in particular you would like us to work on with your child, please pass on any ideas or information you wish to share. Enjoy this lovely weather before it becomes too Hot!
      Pip Squeaks Room Report

Room Leader- Janine, Assistants- Kathy and Roxanne
Pip Squeaks have been very busy lately doing lots of art work and playing. We recently did Australian Aboriginal art which is on display in our room. We also did a new Family Photo Board and would love everyone to bring in photos. The children love seeing them and point to them, showing their friends. Last month Smartie pants had farm animals come out to visit the centre. The pips squeaks really enjoyed feeding and playing with the animals. It was a great experience for children and staff. The sunny weather has begun. Could parents please check that we have hats for their child. Some children may need bigger ones this summer and some seem to have gone home. Could parents also sun cream their children in the mornings as we will be going out to play earlier to beat the mid day sun.
Mini Minors Room Report

Room Leader – Jenna, Assistants- Kayla & Froska
Mini Minors have been talking about planets and outer space! We are talking about how we live on Earth, though some of us a still a bit confused, the children tell their teachers they don't live on Earth they live in Diamond Creek :
We have been reading space books, doing a magnetic space puzzle, and we made our own planets, by covering balloons with paper mache and painting them. We then hung them in our space display! Come in and have a look! We loved the visit from the farm animals. We sat on the pony, fed the goats and sheep and chased the rabbits and chickens. We have photos on display in the room so make sure you come in and have a look. We enjoyed celebrating grand final week. We talked about our favourite teams and enjoyed our Friday footy lunch! In the next few weeks we are going to make our own Volcano and have a go at a science experiment and make our volcano erupt! We are going to do some cooking with some yummy recipes’ one of the children have bought in to share with us. We lots of new dress ups including princess shoes, ballets shoes and policemen costumes!

Little Geniuses + Kinder Room Report
Room Leader- Megan, Assistant Jackie, Kinder Teacher- Brad, 
We have been busy in the Kinder Room lately making lots of fun things like footballs and football jerseys for football week, making flowers that have our favourite colours, foods, who our friends and families are and what are our interests.  The theme in our room in the moment is healthy eating we have been discussing at group times what we believe to be healthy eating, whilst also making a healthy eating pyramid poster and watching a sesame street DVD on healthy eating.
The farm also came to visit us, the children just loved holding, playing and feeding the animals then discussing all the animals they saw and which ones were their favourite. We have also been measuring the children on our Kinder Measuring Heights board; they have really enjoyed this to see the height differences in each other.

The kinder program will be looking at developing children’s knowledge of the world as well as building on their self confidence and independence. We will be looking at topics like healthy foods (and our bodies); world cultures and we might even get a chance to look at space. 
To help build children’s self confidence, we are working on our Christmas concert/ graduation, where children will be performing classic songs like 'Hey Diddle, Diddle ' as well as newer songs like 'Sponge Bob Square Pants'. To develop children’s independence we are encourage children to bring and look after their own sunhats to kinder, as well as lunchboxes (more information will be provided about this soon). 

On another note, we would love it if children only brought their toys to kinder when they are asked to present their show and tell ask them to leave their toys in a safe place at home, or in the family car.)
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