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Welcome Back!
We hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Years. As you would have noticed we have been very busy the past few weeks with room movements, cleaning and re-decorating the walls with new art. We are happy to report that both staff and children have settled into their new environments very well. It is always so touching to see what used to be our little babies now moving into the kinder room. Time goes by so fast. We have also welcomed quiet a few new children and families to Smartie Pants this year. 
Policy Reminder: Fees
Each newsletter this year we will endeavour to have a snippet reminder of current policies and procedures. These are not only helpful reminders for existing families but also a great way to become familiar for all our new families. Childcare bookings are ongoing and not based on a daily, term or yearly occurrence. This means that fees are payable at all times, even in the event of a missed day due to illness, holiday etc. Fees are paid two weeks in advance and via direct debit unless otherwise organised. Smartie Pants offers certain discounts on fees for public holidays, sick leave (for fulltime positions, conditions apply) and annual leave (conditions apply). Annual leave is accrued at 2 weeks booking per calendar year, this leave accrual does not roll over to the following year. A 50% discount will be applied for annual leave providing two weeks written notice is given. For leave to be taken over Dec and Jan this notice period is extended to Nov 1.For more information on fees please see our website or front desk for the current manual.
Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
If you would like access to our public page type Smartie Pants into your facebook search bar. For access to our private room pages please send the link to your facebook page to Emma.

Smartie Pants is now using LIFT

LIFT is an online programming and documentation program that had been developed by Natalie one of the Smartie Pants owners. LIFT allows families to become more involved with their child’s activities and development in care by allowing them to log on and view their child’s observations and notes. LIFT will be available for registration by parents very shortly. 
Parent Committee  2011
Each year Smartie Pants puts together a parent committee that helps out with: organising child events and weekend outings, policy review, fundraising and parent social events. Emma and Jenna run meetings at local coffee shops about 3 times a year. A lot of parent committee is actually done via email. Parents can be as active within the committee as they like choosing which emails they respond to. Last year we had some very successful events and some very productive meetings...or should i say cake and coffee tasting sessions. Please express your interest to Emma.
Smartie Pants has an open door policy which means you are welcome to come visit your children throughout the day!

Kinder 2012

We are barely into 2011 but it is almost that time of the year to be thinking about organising Kinder for 2012. SP offers a 4 year old kinder program integrated into our Little Geniuses room. For families attending SP 2 or more days per week, attending our Kinder program would require no change to the child’s or parents schedule. Children are not limited to specific kinder hours and can still take advantage of our long opening hours and meals etc. There is no lining up for hours at community centres to join a wait list, if your child attends SP they automatically gain a spot for their kinder year. If your child is due to start kinder in 2012 please speak to Emma or the kinder team to find out more about our program.
Incursions for 2011
This year we will be offering more incursions and making them open for all to attend. This means that even if your child does not attend on the incursion day you are still able to attend the incursion (parents are required to stay onsite). Smartie Pants will partly subsidise these incursions with a small fee of $3 per child attending being charged to family accounts. When an incursion has been booked you will receive an electronic permission slip emailed by Emma. Spots will be allocated in a first in best dressed manor up to the allocated capacity. We are asking families to please email us any incursions they would like to see SP offer this year.
Event Calendar February/March
14 February- Valentines Day
10 March- Crazy Hair Day, Support Leukaemia Foundation by wearing your craziest hair do. Donations can be made on the front desk the week prior

14 March- Public Holiday, Closed
Hug A Bubs Room Report
Room Leader- Megan, Assistants- Alisha, Kerry
We have had a great start to the year in the hug a bubs room! W have been singing and dancing, enjoyed playing with balls and bikes, and playing with farm animals in the barn. We have also been enjoying doing art, we have been finger painting to create flowers, butterflies and ladybugs to create our baby garden. The sun has been shining and we have been enjoying playing outside in the sandpit and swings.We would also like to welcome all our new children and parents to the room, we are looking forward to an exciting year with you all.
Extra Note: Megan is currently on her Honeymoon in Africa and will be back mid March. If you have any questions regarding your child please feel free to speak to Alisha and Kerry.
Pip Squeaks Room Report

Room Leader- Janine, Assistants- Kacey and Roxanne
Welcome to all parents to the centre, We have started off busy with lots of new children  to the centre and children coming into Pip Squeaks from Hug a Bubs .Everyone has settled in well and are busy with lots of different fun activities as well as art work every day which the children love. We have been doing art work for Australia Day painting flags and we have been busy painting fish which are on display in our room. We would love parents to come and see our art work. We would like to ask parents if you haven’t already bought in a family photo to bring one in and we can pop it on our photo board. The children love to see their photos and show them off to their friends and carers. 
Mini Minors Room Report

Room Leader – Jenna,  Assistants- Jackie, Samantha
We have all settled into our new room for the year, learning all our friends names and the rooms routines. We have been doing lots and lots of art work! We have made rockets, did some marble paintings, hand prints, Australia day themed paintings, Sunsmart wall, rainbow serpent, family photos board and lots more! Come into the room or peak down the corridor to have a look at what we've made! We have been having heaps of water play to keep us cool in this hot weather. 
Coming up on the program we will be playing with goop, building castles and lots of art & crafts. If there is anything you'd like to see on the program in the coming weeks let us know and we can add it. 
We would love it if families could bring in family photos for our family photo board! The children have been looking at all the photos we have and it would be great if we could get every ones up there! Please don't forgot to check your newsletter pockets for regular newsletters.
Little Geniuses + Kinder Room Report
Room Leader- Jean, Assistant Catherine & Kayla
 Kinder Teacher- Brad
A warm welcome to all the new and returning Kinder Families,
As you are aware we have a brand new kinder team, with the exception of Brad who will continue to be the Kinder teacher.  Jean is now the room leader with both Catherine and Kayla as the assistants. Please be patient while we try and learn all the names of the new parents as we take great pride in being able to address you by your first names.

We have had a great start to the new year with our holiday program kicking off the year.  Our regular program began this week with lots of activities including, cubby building, scissor practice, sandwich making and many more activities that promote learning through play.  A big hit so far this has been sandwich making, the children thoroughly enjoyed being able to make their own sandwiches and we are hoping to make this a regular event and encourage the children to try ingredients they wouldn't normally choose as well their independence skills. In the next few weeks we will be introducing things like home readers ( for kinder children only), work books (to store and record your children's development in drawing, painting, writing and understanding of number.) Show and Tell will also begin soon, so parents check children's bags or lockers for letters requesting your child to bring their show and tell.

Another friendly reminder also about sun hats, could you please ensure your child has a hat in their bag or one that can stay at the centre so your child can play outdoors.

