
Newsletter December 2009 
  
Upcoming Calendar  
 

10 December  Kinder Graduation 

17 December  Centre closes at 6pm/ Christmas Party 

19 December  Final Day for CD orders! 

24 December   Centre closes at 5pm / Christmas Eve 

25 December  Christmas Day/Centre Closed 

28 December  Boxing Day Holiday/Centre Closed 

31 December  Centre closes at 5pm / New Years Eve 

1 January New Years Day/Centre Closed 

4 January Operating hours change to 6:45am-6:45pm 

 
Photo Week! 
Photo week was a great success 
and lots of beautiful pictures were 
taken. By now everyone would 
have received a copy of their 
photo proof page and placed their 
orders. Additional single photos 
can be ordered via our Photo 
website. A link to this website can be found on the Smartie 
Pants website. Photo orders will arrive by Christmas time.   

 

Extension to CD* order deadline until 19 
December!  Orders made after this date 
cannot be guaranteed to be returned in time 
for Christmas!   
*Please note photos on the CDs are High Resolution and can 

be taken and printed at your local photo outlet such as 
Harvey Norman, Kodak etc.  
 

Change of operating hours 

Just a reminder that the centres operating hours will be 

changing to 6:45am- 6:45pm.  

 

This will come into effect starting January 2010.  

 

 
Family Christmas Party 

We are all getting excited for 
our first Twilight Christmas 
Party to be held on Thu 17 
December at Smartie Pants. 
Don’t forget to RSVP.  

There will be stacks of fun 
things to see including pony 
rides, a clown, face painting 
& a jumping castle! We look 
forward to seeing everyone 
there...including Santa! 

Please remember that the centre will CLOSE at 6pm 
this day so we can start the party at 6:30pm. 

 

Chrissy Raffle 
Smartie Pants will be holding our Christmas Raffle which 
will be drawn at our Christmas Party on 17 December.  We 
have some absolutely awesome prizes which will be on 
display in the foyer.  Prizes include 

  

 1st Prize:             Mini Notebook (10.1” Screen, 
Windows XP Loaded, 160G Hard Drive, 1G Ram, 
Intel Atom 1.6Ghz, , Inbuilt Webcam, WLan, Black);  

 

 2nd Prize:             Beauty Hamper Hair and Beauty 
Vouchers (Studio 3, Vanillaz Hair, DC Beauty, NuYu 
Greensborough) 

 

 3
rd

, 4
th

 & 5
th

  Prizes etc..:            Choose from a vast 
array of prizes which include Wine, Tote Bag, 
Overnight Bag, Children’s frog suitcase, Dining and 
Food Vouchers ($50 Coles, $25 La Porchetta and 
Da Vinci Pizza) and many more... 

  

Each family will receive 2 books of 10 tickets with each 
ticket costing $1.00.  Families who sell 1 book (10 tickets) 
will receive a bonus of 5 FREE tickets in the draw.  Families 
who sell BOTH books will receive a bonus of 10 FREE tickets 
in the draw.  Tickets will be distributed on Monday 6 
December 2009 and sold tickets are to be returned no later 
than Thursday 17 December.  All unsold tickets will need to 
be returned to Smartie Pants or will be charged to your 
account. 

  

Thank you for your support and GOOD LUCK! 

 



Fire Season Preparedness 

We are currently in the process of further refining and 
improving our emergency management preparedness and 
invite all families to join us in this review. Please email 
natalie@smartiepants.com.au if you wish to participate in 
this process.  

 

Of particular importance to us are:  

 selecting appropriate tertiary evacuation points and we 
are currently assessing our capacity to muster to the 
playground located in Jacaranda Drive.  We are 
actively seeking families in the estate who would be 
willing in an emergency to provide access to 
emergency resources such as additional water and 
emergency communication etc.  

 Improving our communications during an escalating 
fire event through both mobile SMSs and our website.  
It is therefore, important that you ensure that you 
provide to us up to date emergency mobile numbers, 
as well as continuously monitor our website, to ensure 
you are provided with timely updates on high risk fire 
days.  

We are also preparing for the likelihood of closure in the 
coming season on days of extreme fire danger.  Please note 
that the service will attempt to ensure that closure is only 
undertaken when absolutely necessary and in line with 
closures required by the Department of Human Services in 
other local schools and children’s services.   

Please note that fees will still be payable on that day, but 
that for parents undergoing extreme financial hardship as a 
result of closure we can assist you seek apply for temporary 
assistance from the government and our service to help you 
cover the additional burden of any centre closures.  

 

2010 Room Movements 
As of 4

th
 January the centre will be changing the way room 

age groups are set up and how room movements occur. 
Each room will be set up in school age grouping. Everyone 
in your child’s room will be going to school in the same 
year. Instead of doing midyear room movements for 
children, we will change to just one yearly movement. At 
the start of every year each group will move up to their 
next room. By structuring the rooms this way it will allow 
children to build long lasting friendships with the children in 
their group and also provide a stable environment with 
consistent children and carers.  

Along with the children room changes, staff will also be 
changing rooms.  

Recently enrolment update forms for 2010 have been 
handed out. Once we have received this form, a notice of 
room movement will be sent to you informing you of your 
child’s new room and the carers that will be looking after 
your child next year. 

Please feel free to speak to staff if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolment Updates 
  Due back by Dec 7! 

 
 

 

Policy Reminder: Illness &Medication 
Just a friendly reminder that Smartie Pants policy states 
that a child that has been ill with vomiting, fever 37.5 plus 
diarrhoea must be excluded from care for a minimum of 24 
hours after illness has ceased. We understand that this can 
include missing additional days in care and whilst this may 
cause inconvenience, it is very effective in minimising the 
risk that the illness will spread to other children.  Some 
illnesses may require a medical clearance before returning 
to care. Eg Rash, Conjunctivitis etc. Your room leader will be 
able to assist you if you have any questions regarding this 
policy. 

We are also happy to administer medication whilst your 
child is in care. Please see your room leader to find out 
where your medication folder is kept. All medication must: 

* Be signed into a medication form. Each line filled out        
represents 1 dose to be given. 

*The name on the medication must match the name of the 
child it is to be given too. 

* Medication must be kept in a zip lock bag/container if to 
be kept in the fridge 

* NO MEDICATION is to be kept in your child’s bag. This is a 
hazard as bags can be reached by other children. 
Medication is to be kept in your room’s medication 
cupboard or fridge. 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Wishing everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

mailto:natalie@smartiepants.com.au


Room Reports 
 

Hug A Bubs 
Room leader: Jean (Qualified in training),) Catherine (Cert III in 

training), Alisha (cert III in training) 
 

Our babies are doing some fantastic Christmas art 
this month. The weather is allowing the children 
to go outdoors and enjoy activities in the fresh 
air.  

Staff are preparing children for next year in the 
Pip Squeaks room. We will be sad to see most of 
the older children go but enjoy seeing them 
develop into happy well rounded toddlers. 

Have a Merry Christmas for all the staff in Hug A 
Bubs! 

Pip Squeaks 
Room leader: Jenna(Qualified), Megan (Qualified in training), TJ 

(Cert III in training), Roxanne ( Cert III in training) 
 

Pip Squeaks are getting ready for Christmas. We 
have decorated our room and are making 
Christmas presents. 

We are reading ‘I think I just saw Santa’ and 
practising our Christmas carols for the Christmas 
party. 

Pip Squeaks wishes everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!  

 

Mini Minors 

Room leader: Janine (Qualified) 
Kayla (Qualified in training), Jackie (Cert III in training) 

 

Mini Minors have been busy learning about being 
Sun Smart and leaving our hats on when outside. 
We are getting better at it.  

We have also been busy with making our 
Christmas decorations for our room and are very 
excited about Santa coming soon. 

We are learning Christmas Carols as well to sing 
at our Christmas party. 

Little Geniuses 

Room Leader: Kerri (Qualified in training), Brad (Kinder 
Teacher), Sandra (Qualified), Mel (Cert III), Kerry (Cert III), 

Mary (Cert III) 
Well it's not long now till the jolly fellow comes 

down your chimney and delivers some special 

gifts. We have had a busy few weeks with 

Graduation Practice and Christmas song 

rehearsal. The children have been practising hard 

and have doing a great job with all they have 

being asked. There have been quite a few of the 

kinder children coming back from school visits 

with some great stories to tell. We have a couple 

of dates to remember. Thursday 10th December 

from 5-6.30pm the kinders have their Graduation. 

Remember to bring a black or dark blue t-shirt for 

the puppet show then party clothes for the 

Graduation and photos. Thursday 17th December 

6.30-8.30pm is our kids Christmas concert. We 

have entertainment galore and a visit from Santa. 

Please remember SUNHATS and appropriate 

TOPS for outdoor play. Once again may we wish 

all the children going off to school next year the 

best?  To the children moving off to other 

adventures all the best to you as well. 

Have a safe and Merry Christmas and see you in 

the New Year 

P.S. For all funded Kindergarten families, please 

don’t forget to participate in our Kindergarten 

Quality Feedback form which will be sent to you 

in the coming week and be in the chance to win a 

$50 bonus refund to your account at the Family 

Christmas Party! 

The Kinder Staff. 

 


